Mass Media and American Politics

Political Science 509
Autumn Quarter, 2009
Instructor: Joe Lyons



        

          Class Meetings: TR 2:30-4:18

Office: 2105 Derby Hall






 0110 Ramseyer Hall
Office Phone #: 292-4291



           Office Hours: TR 1:00-2:18, by appt.

Poli. Sci. Dept. Main Office Phone #: 292-2880
E-Mail: lyons.180@osu.edu, or Lyons.180@polisci.osu.edu

Course Overview
This is a course detailing the role that the mass media plays in American political affairs.  Concepts to be covered and discussed include: how the mass media has developed over time, how the news media covers the “news,” how the mass media is employed during elections, and how the mass media may affect those who are exposed to it.
There are three assigned texts for the course.  They are all available through the OSU Barnes and Noble Bookstore, and a copy of each will be placed on reserve at the Sullivant Library.  Alternatively, you could order them online through one of the various book order websites.  If you do so, please make sure that you have the correct edition of each text—the ISBN numbers of each text have been provided so that you may double-check this..  The required texts are:

Graber, Doris A.  2006.  Mass Media and American Politics, 7th ed.  Washington, D.C.: CQ Press. (referred to in “Course Assignment Schedule” as “MM&AP”)
ISBN: 1-56802-917-9
Graber, Doris A., ed.  2007.  Media Power in Politics, 5th ed.  Washington, D.C.: CQ Press. (referred to in “Course Assignment Schedule” as “MPIP”)
ISBN: 1-933116-77-3
Patterson, Thomas E.  1993.  Out of Order.  New York: Vintage Books.

ISBN: 0-679-75510-1

Other readings (noted in the “Course Assignment Schedule”) will be made available either on Carmen or on JSTOR.

To access Carmen:

1. Go to http://carmen.osu.edu in your Internet browser, and click the “log in” button

2. Enter your OSU ID (lastname.#) and password

3. Under “Autumn 2009,” you should find my course.  Click on it to go there

4. Click on “Content” (near the top of the page) to access the needed course material

To access JSTOR:

1. Go to http://www.osu.edu
2. Click on the link "Libraries" in the upper right corner
3. Click on the link "Research Databases", under the heading "Quicklinks"
4. Click on the link "J" under the heading "Databases arranged alphabetically by title:"
5. Click on the link "JSTOR [Selected Articles in Full Text]"
6. Click on the link "Off campus sign in"
7. Input your OSU username and password
8. Input the title of the article you need into the given search field, and your article should show up amongst the top search results.
9. Make sure you have the correct article!  Compare the citation listed on the site to the citation listed in your syllabus.  Make sure the authors are the same, the titles are the same, the journal title and publication date are the same, etc.

As you will note, many of the assigned articles rely upon statistical analysis to support their arguments.  That said, I do not assume that you have had formal statistical training, so please do not worry if some of the terminology within the articles is a bit difficult to understand.  Put forth your best effort to read through each of the articles, and do your best to come away with the main arguments of each piece.  And, of course, be sure to come to each class period, so that lecture and class discussion can help make the reading assignments easier to grasp.

Attendance and Quizzes

While I will be taking attendance during each class period, class attendance by itself is not a required component of your grade.  That said, it is of course in your best interest to attend each class meeting, as it will be much more difficult to pass the course and to do well if you do not come to class regularly, especially because there will often be material presented and discussed in our class meetings that either will not be available in the class readings or will not be discussed as far as in depth as it is in the class meetings.
Attending the class thus is not enough, of course; you must also keep up with the assigned readings and with class discussion if you hope to do well in the course.  I will be evaluating how well you are doing so by administering UNANNOUNCED in-class quizzes.  These quizzes will cover BOTH the assigned readings AND the material covered and discussed in our previous class meetings.  They will not be very lengthy—we will still have lecture and discussion following the quizzes on the days when they are administered—but neither will they be simple “true-false” or “multiple choice” questions.  If you have been keeping up with your class work, these quizzes should present you with no great chore.

There will be FOUR unannounced quizzes during the span of our term.  However, only THREE of them will be counted toward your final grade (your best three, naturally).  So it follows that your worst score will be dropped when final grades are calculated.  PLEASE NOTE: if you come to a class late on a day when a quiz has been given, and if you come in after quizzes have already been collected, you will not be able to take that quiz (barring one of the exceptions for “make-ups” noted below).
Make-up quizzes will ONLY be allowed if you have notified me of an emergency that is preventing you from coming to class BEFORE that class begins AND if I have given you my permission (and I may not give it).  Please note the discussion of the word “BEFORE” in the following section on “Examinations” for further explanation.
Each of your three best quiz scores will count for 5% of your final grade.  It is in your best interest, then, that you keep up with all your readings and that you attend and engage yourself in every class meeting.

Beyond the quizzes, there may also be opportunities for extra credit offered in class this term.  Such opportunities may only be available for students who attend class on certain days.  Again, then, it is in your best interest to come to every class meeting.

Examinations
We will be having one midterm examination (worth 25% of your final grade) and a final examination (worth 30% of your final grade).  The final exam will be a cumulative exam, though it will concentrate for the most part on those topics covered after the midterm examination.  The exams will be written exams (in other words, NOT multiple choice), but a more detailed format of the exams can be discussed later in class.
Make-up exams will ONLY be allowed if you have discussed the matter with me BEFORE the exam AND if I have given my permission (which—bear in mind—I may not do).  Please make special note of the “BEFORE” in the previous sentence.  You have four ways of contacting me BEFORE the exam to let me know of a situation you must address.  First, of course, you could let me know in a class meeting prior to the exam, if you know far enough in advance; in fact, you are advised to look at the exam dates in the Course Assignment Schedule now to let me know of any conflicts that may exist for you.  Second, you may call my office phone number (listed at the top of the first page of this syllabus) during my office hours or even visit me during these office hours to let me know.  Third, and probably best, you may e-mail me at the e-mail address that I have provided above in order to inform me of your situation.  And fourth, and as a last resort, you may contact the Political Science Departmental Main Office (phone number is provided at the top of the first page of the syllabus) and let them know of your emergency.  These four methods should provide extensive opportunity to contact me prior to a class meeting.
Please note—if you call the Departmental Main Office, they WILL NOT be able to give you permission to miss the exam.  Only I can decide whether permission will be granted or not.  What the Departmental Main Office can do, however, is record the time at which you called and record the reason you have for missing the exam.  Thus, this is a last resort, to be used only when you do not have access to e-mail in order to get hold of me.
Bottom line:  Outside of an absolutely compelling reason that could have kept you from notifying me in time, you WILL NOT be allowed to take a make-up exam if I do not hear from you BEFORE the exam starts.  And “absolutely compelling reason” is a standard that is up to my discretion, and it will be very difficult to satisfy.
Term Paper
You will be assigned a 10-12 page research paper as well (Title pages and bibliography pages DO NOT count toward the page requirement).  This essay will count for 30% of your final grade.  You will receive a more in-depth assignment sheet for this paper later in the term, and I encourage you to make an appointment to see me after you receive it.  I’ll be happy to help you with questions you may have.  However, the closer you get to the due date, the less time I’ll have to help you in your efforts, so please come to me as early as you can.  Your papers will be graded for coherence and strength of argument.  Though I expect you to put a serious effort into presenting me a well-written paper, I will not dock you points for purely grammatical mistakes UNLESS they make your arguments too difficult to follow and/or your paper too difficult to read.  Again, more detail of the paper assignment, including format requirements, will be provided in class later in the term.
Your term paper is due on November 27, in class.  LATE PAPERS WILL BE ASSESSED A PENALTY OF ONE FULL LETTER GRADE FOR EACH DAY THAT THEY ARE LATE (meaning that a paper submitted on November 28 would at best get a B+, and so forth), SO PLEASE TURN YOUR PAPERS IN ON TIME. 
Grading
Full Breakdown of the Grading:

Quizzes (3 @ 5% each):
  15%

Midterm Examination:
  25%

Final Examination:

  30%

Term Paper:


  30%
Total:



100%

Grading Scale:


94%+:



A


90% - 93.99%:

A-


87% - 89.99%:

B+


84% - 86.99%:

B


80% - 83.99%:

B-


77% - 79.99%:

C+


74% - 76.99%:

C


70% - 73.99%:

C-


67% - 69.99%:

D+


60% - 66.99%:

D


0% - 59.99%:


E

Academic Misconduct
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).

For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).  You are expected to be aware of this information for this class. 
Please write as much as possible of your work for this class in your own words.  Use proper citations when you use information obtained through an outside source.  If you have any questions about how to properly cite your sources, please see me.

Above all, please do your own work.  Cheating, plagiarism, and the like will not be tolerated.

Statement on Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Courteous Behavior in the Classroom

Opinionated discussion is to be expected in a course about politics, but do not engage in personal attacks against classmates (or against your instructor, of course).  Make all efforts to keep discussion civil.  

Turn off your cell phones—or at least turn off their ringers—before class begins.

Course Assignment Schedule

Sept. 20

Go Over Syllabus

Introduction
Sept. 25

Mass Media and American Politics (MM&AP) Ch. 1



Media Power in Politics (MPIP) Ch. 2

Ownership and Regulation
Sept. 27

MM&AP Ch. 2



MPIP Ch. 31 & 32
Freedom of Speech Concerns
Oct. 2


MM&AP Ch. 3




MPIP Ch. 3 & 33
News Reporting and “Gatekeeping”
Oct. 4


MM&AP Ch. 4




MPIP Ch. 4
Crises and Foreign Affairs on the News
Oct. 9


MM&AP Ch. 5 & 11




MPIP Ch. 5
Scandals, Sensationalism, and Manipulation in the News
Oct. 11


The film Wag the Dog will be shown in class.
Oct. 16


MM&AP Ch. 6




MPIP Ch. 14

Oct. 18


MM&AP Ch. 9




MPIP Ch. 20 & 21
Local, State, and Judicial System News

Oct. 23


MM&AP Ch. 10
Oct. 25

MIDTERM EXAMINATION, IN CLASS
Mass Media Effects on Political Opinions and Behaviors

Oct. 30


MM&AP Ch. 7

MPIP Ch. 7

Kinder, D. R.  2003.  “Communication and Politics in the Age of

      Information,” in Sears, D., L. Huddy, and R. Jervis, eds.  Oxford

      Handbook of Political Psychology.

(last reading will be available on Carmen)
Nov. 1


Valentino, N. A., V. L. Hutchings, and I. K. White.  2002.  “Cues that

      Matter: How Political Ads Prime Racial Attitudes During

       Campaigns.”  The American Political Science Review 96: 75-90.




Nelson, T., et al. 1997. "Media Framing of a Civil Liberties Conflict and




      its Effect on Tolerance." The American Political Science Review



      91:567-583.




Putnam, R.  1995.  “Tuning in and Tuning Out: The Strange




      Disappearance of Social Capital in America.” PS: Political Science




      and Politics 28:664-83.




(readings will be available on JSTOR)

Elections and the Media

Nov. 6


MM&AP Ch. 8



The film Power will be shown in class.

Nov. 8 (cont.)

(MM&AP Ch. 8) cont.



The film Power will conclude in class.

The Presidential Campaign Season

Nov. 13

Out of Order, Prologue and Ch. 1-3
Nov. 15

Out of Order, Ch. 4-6 

Campaign Advertisements

Nov. 20

MPIP Ch. 13
Ansolabehere, S., et al. 1994. “Does Attack Advertising Demobilize the  

      Electorate?”  The American Political Science Review 88:829-838.



Goldstein, K., and P. Freedman. 2002. “Campaign Advertising and Voter

      Turnout: New Evidence for a Stimulation Effect.”  The Journal of

      Politics 64:721-740.

TBA




(last readings will be available on JSTOR)
Nov. 22

CLASS DOES NOT MEET (Thanksgiving Day)
Entertainment Media

Nov. 27

TERM PAPERS DUE AT BEGINNING OF CLASS
MPIP Ch. 12 & 29




Holbrook, R. A., and T. G. Hill. 2005. “Agenda-Setting and Priming in

      Prime Time Television: Crime Dramas as Political Cues.”  Political

      Communication 22:277-295.




(last reading will be available on Carmen)
Mass Media and American Politics—Where Are We Heading?

Nov. 29

MM&AP Ch. 12

Dec. 6


FINAL EXAM, 1:30 p.m.-3:18 p.m. (in normal classroom)
